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ence is organized into coherent unity. For D'Alembert this ultimate 
unity of all reality remains an ideal which philosophy should progres- 
sively approximate, but which it can never attain. This Lockean spirit 
of philosophical resignation is in marked contrast with the optimism of 
Descartes and Leibnitz regarding the ultimate reach of human thought. 

The second part of the volume, entitled The Objects of Knowledge, 
deals with the problems of our own existence and the existence of an 
outside world. D'Alembert's discussion of the existence of bodies, in the 
Introduction to the "Encyclopedic," is compared with the theories of 
British empiricism, especially those of Hume and Berkeley, and Turgot's 
criticism of Berkeley receives some attention. A chapter is devoted to 
Condillac, and in the analysis of Turgot's article on Existence an inter- 
esting parallel is drawn between Turgot and Kant. 

One readily sees from the very outset how highly the author values 
this French triad of thinkers, and how seriously he regards his own effort 
to remove the veil of misunderstanding which has obscured and confused 
the usual accounts of their philosophical theories, and to reveal them in 
their proper historical setting and their real philosophical significance. 
Dr. Schinz has brought to his work abundant enthusiasm and considerable 
erudition. To be sure, the insistence with which he searches for post- 
Kantian wisdom in D'Alembert's and Turgot's philosophical fragments 
exposes him not infrequently to the dangers of the sort of philosophical 
higher criticism which has loaded many thinkers of the past with theo- 
ries of which they very probably were quite innocent. Again, appar- 
ently because of the author's firm determination to maintain the solid 
importance in the history of philosophy of these early positivists, in spite 
of the rather slender philosophical material with which their works have 
provided him, this volume, entitled " Erster Teil : Die Erkenntnisslehre," 
may be said to suffer from padding. If the author's treatment is usually 
clear and occasionally even happy, it is not on that account concise. The 
reviewer is aware of the fact that the indication of the precise relation 
in which D'Alembert, Turgot, and Condorcet stand with respect to earlier 
French philosophy, and more especially with respect to British empiri- 
cism and the critical philosophy, is an essential part of Dr. Schinz's task. 
But the lengthy and repeated exposition of the commonplaces of British 
empiricism add to the bulk of the book without increasing its value. 
None the less, this volume is a real and worthwhile contribution to the 
history of a somewhat neglected period in the history of philosophic 
thought. 

Radoslav A. Tsanoff. 
The Rice Institute. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

The General Board of Studies of Cambridge University has published 
a report to the Senate on the desirability of instituting degrees, other than 
the doctorate, to be given for original research ; the board is of the opinion 
that the present is a favorable opportunity for instituting a more distinc- 
tive recognition of research work than is at present available. Two classes 



